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Boris is everything that Bill Beard could 
have asked for and more. 

The black and brown German shepherd 
fills all Beard's needs, fetching his belong-· 
ings, picking up items from the floor, and 
:perhaps, most importantly, being his friend, 
. Boris and Beard were recently brought 
together through the Eagles Wings Service 
Dog organization, which trains canines to 
assist, humans iIi a variety of tasks and 
services. 

During a ceremony Friday, Eagles Wings 
members gathered to recognize Beard as . 
the most recent graduate of" the training 
program. 

Beard, 64, ofDrums, was in need ofsome 
assistance. . 

. Disabled from an accident and with 
impaired vision, he gets about much of the 
time in a: wheelchair. 

The Hazleton area resident was unable 
to find an organization such as Eagles 
Wings near his home, and that's how he 
ended up with Boris. 

Ann Sanders, president of Eagles Wings 
:and a volunteer dog trainer, noted that 
;Boris was selected for service because he 
,demonstrated the qualities the organization 
Ilooks for in teaming canines with people.. 

Not only is Boris obedient, willing to 
-work and gentle, he also has the people 
,.skills necessary for being a successful serv­
tice dog. . 

Interestingly enough, Boris was targeted 
for law enforcement work, but it was found 

(See TRAINING, Page A-6) 
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Boris sits patiently beside Drums resident Bill Beard, who the dog will 
assist. 




